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The Phase 3 AXIS trial evaluating Pfizer’s investigational agent axitinib compared with sorafenib 
for patients with previously treated advanced renal cell carcinoma (RCC) was published in The 
Lancet (Axitinib Phase 3 RCC Data Published in The Lancet). The Phase 3 AXIS trial was the first 
completed head-to-head pivotal trial in advanced RCC to evaluate the efficacy and safety of two 
active targeted therapies.   
 
According to researchers in The Lancet, these data might establish axitinib as a therapeutic 
option for patients with advanced RCC.  Axitinib is currently under review by regulatory 
agencies including those in the U.S. and E.U. 
 
Despite the advances made in recent years in the treatment of advanced RCC, the need remains 
for additional therapies for this patient population, particularly in previously treated patients.  
Approximately 273,000 new cases of RCC are diagnosed worldwide each year, [i] representing 2-
3 percent of all cancers, and approximately 20 to 30 percent of patients have advanced disease 
upon diagnosis.   Five-year survival rates for patients with advanced disease remain low, at 
approximately 10 to 20 percent,[ii], [iii] and a large proportion of patients currently do not 
receive a second-line therapy after progressing on initial treatment. [iv]
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